The  U3A Okeover Annual Report for 2023
2023 saw us feature a variety of themes ranging from the performing arts, economics, science, water resources and our history. 

In term 1 Barrie and Caroline Greenwood organised Music Through the Ages when we had a great line-up of presenters that included Mark Menzies, Jonathan le Coq focussing on our classical music heritage, Philip Norman a local composer and Graham Saddler CEO of the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra. Frieda Looser in April and May had a historical perspective by providing 5 talks on the Heathcote River from Source to Estuary. Linked to this theme there were trips in cars looking at historical and environment developments of the Upper Heathcote River: the bridges, Cracroft, the historic St Mary’s Anglican Church and cemetery and  then to the Sculpture Gardens and Raspberry café at Tai Tapu. 

Term 2 There was a series on Water as a Resource. This time there was a variety of presenters. Many issues were raised such as the standards for our drinking water, flooding by our rivers, our stormwater systems and the protection measures for our groundwater and aquifers. This was followed by All things Wine organised by Pat and Peter Braithwaite. The wine trip  associated with this topic was a great success. 

Term 3 there was again diversity under the theme Advancing Science, organised by Chris Botur. This included AI, Forensic fundamentals, The Effects of Climate Change on Our Coast and  Glaciers. The Economic Issues series that followed could have been a tough assignment to keep up interest, but Stephen Hickson the presenter, by the effective use of visuals and using members to illustrate a point, kept us engrossed.

Term 4 there was a medley of topics organised by members. It included a presentation by Alan Blackburn, a member, on The Legacy of the Ming Dynasty. 

An important feature of our programme is the opportunity at the end of a lecture to ask questions. Several of the presenters commented how they were impressed by our penetrating questions and comments. 

Social. For many a highlight of our day is the opportunity to mingle for morning refreshments before the lectures.  Many thanks to Gendy Dray and her team. The provision of soup and rolls was a highlight at the end of winter. Unlike some U3A’s we do not have formalised Interest groups, but I am aware that a number meet to attend concerts or visit places of interest. An initiative by Yvonne Evans has been for folk to meet on a Thursday for coffee during the long summer recess.   

On an enjoyable bus trip arranged by Barrie and Caroline Greenwood, members were able to visit Glentunnel (museum), Rakaia Gorge Bridge, Methven (Museum and Visitors Centre) and Barhill.

The annual end of year luncheon at the Hornby Club was attended by 70 members. This provided an opportunity to recognise the 30th anniversary of our existence.  A special cake  was prepared  by Pat Brathwaite. It was piped in by Claire Ross. Gary Jeffery, a long -standing Life Member cut the cake. Also an award of Life Membership  was conferred  on Kathryn Ell. 

This was after a special meeting held on 16th November when there was unanimous  support for Kathyrn  and David  Chapple to be awarded Life Membership. David was unable to attend the luncheon, but we plan to make the presentation at the forthcoming AGM.

Health and Safety. We are an organisation of retirees, so ageing is inevitable. Unfortunately  a medical event can occur unexpectedly. For this reason we request that we have on file your emergency contact. Many thanks to Peter Moodie for arranging with the Red Cross for us to gather for a CPR training session.

Membership. Our membership stands at 120, up from 107 in 2022. It is pleasing to see a number of first time folk joining during the year. We placed an advertisement in The Age Concern magazine to make folk aware of our programmes and to encourage new membership. 

Your committee. Several members are stepping back this year: Alex Aitken, Peter Moodie and Barrie Greenwood. Peter Moodie mentioned in his report last year as Chairman that we have struggled to find a Secretary. We therefore appreciate Hilary Talbot taking up the task as minute secretary and Yvonne Evans as communications administrator. However It has been a challenge to find people to take over from Chris Botur as our Webmaster.  The use of the web is a vital factor in communicating to our members and our community. Some of the tasks can be delegated so a team approach could be developed. Special mention should be made of both Barrie Greenwood and Chris Botur in setting up the audio visuals at our gatherings.  An item that on our agenda for this year is to look at the pros and cons of becoming an Incorporated Society. For the wellbeing of your club we need more to contribute to its running! Nomination forms are on our website if you wish to join the committee. 

Howard Harvey (Chairman)
